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Prevention can
save children

WHILE it was reported that “the
death of a toddler fatally bashed
ather father’s house in 2009
could not be prevented” (The
Age, 20/10), the coroner’s find-
ing speaks to something quite
different, and telling: “Itis
essential that investment there-
fore be made in programs
designed to engage and assist
families prior to serious prob-
lems emerging and before par-
ticular patterns of behaviour
become entrenched.”

Removing children from the
risk of violence is only part of
the solution. We need to be
working with fathers in an effort
to stop the violence. While

. interventions theoretically exist,

the system is overloaded to a
point of implosion. Victoria’s

| 37 men’s behaviour change pro-

grams are drowning in demand
for service. Without critical
increases in resources, men are
regularly being turned away.
Investment is needed now for
the future of our children and
community-

Danny Blay, No To Violence and the Men's
Referral Service, Melboutne




j THE AGE
i FRIDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2011

Prevention can
save children

WHILE it was reported that “the
death of a toddler fatally bashed
ather father’s house in 2009
could not be prevented” (The
Age, 20/10), the coroner’s find-
ing speaks to something quite
different, and telling: “Itis
essential that investment there-
fore be made in programs
designed to engage and assist
families prior to serious prob-
lems emerging and before par-
ticular patterns of behaviour
become entrenched.”

Removing children from the
risk of violence is only part of
the solution. We need to be
working with fathers in an effort
to stop the violence. While

. interventions theoretically exist,

the system is overloaded to a
point of implosion. Victoria's

. 37 men’s behaviour change pro-

grams are drowning in demand
for service. Without critical
increases in resources, men are
regularly being turned away.
Investment is needed now for
the future of our children and
community:

Danny Blay, No To Viclence and the Men's
Referral Service, Melbourne




