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29 May 2025  

To the leaders of parties from across the political spectrum,  

 

RE: End violence for stronger families and safer communities 
 

No to Violence and a coalition of our members and allied organisations are calling on all parties across 

the political spectrum to take men’s violence seriously and put domestic, family and sexual violence at 

the centre of the 2025 election.   

We all want to live in safe and happy families and communities. Violence and abuse are preventable. 

Political leaders need to commit to radically reshaping responses to stop family violence at its source. 

This requires political commitment to understanding the gendered nature of violence against women and 

children, the ongoing colonial violence towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and children 

and how family violence intersects with racism, able-ism, homophobia and transphobia and this further 

compounds trauma and suffering. The government must adhere to their commitments under the 

National Agreement for Closing the Gap, in particular Target 13 and Priority Reform Area 2, alongside 

their National Plan to End Violence against Women and Children and invest in community led, self-

determined solutions. 

 

Developing a dedicated strategy to stop violence at its source  
 
Ask: Commit to developing a national strategy to end perpetration of family violence. 

Right now, we have a scattergun approach to identifying and responding to people using violence. It is 

not working. Too many people using violence remain out of sight. The safety and dignity of children, 

families and communities is decreasing because people using violence are not being identified and 

responded to early. To create the integrated system necessary for reducing the escalating impacts of 

violence on victim-survivors, we need a dedicated strategy focused on people using violence. We need a 

strategic and coordinated approach to move out of crisis mode and respond much earlier. We need to 

disrupt pathways followed by young men and boys into using violence and we need a coordinated 

approach to identify people using violence early - to help put them on the path out of using violence.  As 

a nation, we need to ensure all our efforts to end people’s use of family violence are targeted, effective, 

mutually reinforcing and adequately resourced.   
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Building resources to ensure systems and communities to stop violence at the 
source  
 

Ask: Establish a National Knowledge Hub focused on people using violence 

More people need to know how to stop violence at the source. Government systems, workplaces, 
communities, families and friends need to be empowered to identify and intervene early with people at 
risk of or using family violence. Knowledge held by expert practitioners working with people using 
violence and gathered through evaluations and research needs to be accessible and communicated so 
that all Australian organisations and communities are better able to identify and respond.  
 

Advancing transformative ways of ending violence  
 

Ask: Expand the Innovative Perpetrator Response initiative 

Right now, Australia spends a tiny amount on directly ending perpetration of family violence, and even 

less on ending it early. To ensure safer families and stronger communities, there needs to be an 

enormous investment uplift. Commitment and funding is needed to grow the range of interventions 

available for people using violence, including community-centred responses, and rapidly expand the 

types of services available for individuals’ using violence, for families and for their communities. Victim-

survivors, including children and young people, deserve to live safe and dignified lives. Achieving this 

means growing and expanding our responses to stop violence at its source and to stop it early.  

 

Address the ongoing colonial violence towards Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander women and children 
  

Ask: Invest in Aboriginal community controlled self-determined solutions 

Violence against Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women is occurring at epidemic levels in this 

country. Change will only happen when governments commit to long term, sustainable funding for 

Aboriginal led, specialist family violence services that prioritise the safety and wellbeing of Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander women and children. 

 

Fund the domestic, family and sexual violence frontline to thrive 
 

We will not make the radical change we need to end domestic, family and sexual violence until the 

Commonwealth government commits to funding frontline services properly. Without this investment, we 

will remain stuck in crisis mode with victim-survivors and people using violence unable to get support 

and get it early. For children, families and communities to thrive, free from violence, we need increased 

investment in prevention, early intervention and recovery and healing now. 

 
Australia needs bold leadership to end family violence. The time for transformative change is now—will 
you stand with us to make it happen?  
 

Kind regards,  

  

 
 

Phillip Ripper 
  

Chief Executive Officer, No to Violence  
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Endorsed by:  
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Sexualities and Genders 

Research (SaGR) at 

Western Sydney University 
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Individual Signatories 

Rosie Batty AO, Family Violence Prevention Advocate 

Anne Summers AO, Professor of Domestic and Family Violence, Business School, University of Technology 

Sydney  

Arkiri, Community Member 

Carmen Reid, Men’s Family Violence Counsellor 

Dr Stephen Burrell, Lecturer in Criminology at the University of Melbourne 

Mark Kulkens 

Dr Chris Laming 

Sylvianne Heim 

Rodney Vlais, Independent specialist family violence consultant, writer and trainer 

Rivka Martin, Chair of the Victim Survivors' Advisory Council, Victoria 

Conor Pall, Deputy Chair of the Victim Survivors' Advisory Council, Victoria 

Phoebe Armstrong, Evaluation and Policy Coordinator  

Julie Dixon, Caring Dads Coordinator – Anglicare Vic  

Giselle Woodley, Lecturer/Research Fellow, School of Arts and Humanities 

Shelley Hewson-Munro, Manager - Prevention, Masculinities & Learning 

Lea Nunn, Psychologist and Sociologist PhD Candidate 

Tasha Lawton, Director of Programs 

Lauren House, Linker Worker Zahra Foundation  

Emily Tyrrell, Paralegal 

Dr Rebecca Stewart, DFV Consultant 

Darren Stones, Men’s Specialist Family Violence Practitioner 

Michael Brandenburg, MB Consulting 

Professor Steven Roberts, Professor of Education & Social Justice, Monash University 

Lucy Nicholas, Associate Professor in Gender and Sexuality Studies, University of Western Sydney 

Pippa Mulley, Researcher 

Joel Palmer, Project Manager, Orange Aboriginal Land Council 

Amanda Damian, Director We Are People Too 

Melanie Greblo, Founder and CEO Humans of Purpose 

Jane Gilmore, Author, Journalist and PhD student 

Valeska Zuniga, Chair of Wyndham Family Violence Network 

Dr Penelope Robinson, PhD Gender Sexuality and Diversity Studies 


